Audition Notice

December 2 2025

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH THEATRE

Dear Parents and Faust Members,

We would like to invite you to audition for a role in Faust International Youth Theatre’s upcoming production
of Oliver! JR. This production is directed by Emma York. Musical director is Micah Sandt. Choreographer is
Matty Whitehead. Producer is Matthew Gregory. Performances take place from March 13" — 15" 2026 at
the Shouson Theatre, Hong Kong Arts Centre. All roles in the production will be played by Faust members
aged 8 — 18.
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To audition, applicants must be aged 8 — 18 and be registered in
Term 2 of a weekly Faust group (Season 27).

ABOUT THE SHOW

Consider yourself at home with Oliver! JR., the Broadway Junior version of Lionel Bart's classic musical

based on Charles Dickens' novel, Oliver Twist. This Tony and Olivier Award-winning show is one of few

musicals to win an Academy Award for Best Picture and is widely hailed as a true theatrical masterpiece
by actors and audience members alike.

The streets of Victorian England come to life as Oliver, a malnourished orphan in a workhouse, becomes
the neglected apprentice of an undertaker. Oliver escapes to London and finds acceptance amongst a
group of petty thieves and pickpockets led by the elderly Fagin. When Oliver is captured for a theft that
he did not commit, the benevolent victim, Mr. Brownlow, takes him in. Fearing the safety of his hideout,
Fagin employs the sinister Bill Sikes and the sympathetic Nancy to kidnap him back, threatening Oliver’s
chances of discovering the true love of a family.

Oliver! JR. is full of classic songs like Consider Yourself, Food Glorious Food, and Oom-Pah-Pah, and
perfectly showcases the talents of a large ensemble cast.

We are looking for a cast of very enthusiastic young actors aged 8 and up, to star in the retelling of this
exciting story. We are looking for passion and enthusiasm to contribute to a company of actors that will
bring this production to life with energy, movement and humour. 100% commitment is essential.

Roles include Mr Bumble, Widow Corney, Oliver Twist, Mr and Mrs Sowerberry, Charlotte, Noah
Claypole, the Artful Dodger, Fagin, Mr Brownlow, Nancy, Bet, and Bill Sykes, alongside an ensemble
who play the roles of orphans and people of London. In addition we are particularly seeking between 10
and 12 very talented singers/movers to form Fagin’s Gang, who appear prominently in the production.



ABOUT THE AUDITIONS

Audition Dates & Times

Wednesday December 10t

5pm - 6.15pm Ages 8 — 11
6.15 —7.30pm Ages 11 -18
7.30 — 8.30pm* Call Backs*
Thursday December 11t

5pm —6.15pm Ages 8 — 11
6.15—7.30pm Ages 11 -18
7.30 — 8.30pm* Call Backs*

Saturday December 13t

10am — 11.15am Ages 8 — 11
11.15am — 12.30pm Ages 11 - 18
12.30 — 1.30pm* Call Backs*

*A very limited number of auditionees may be asked on the day to stay for this call back session. A gentle
reminder that the majority of those cast in the production will not need a call back.

To audition, please complete the online audition form no later than Tuesday December 9t or email
Auditions@FaustWorld.com for available slots. Audition slots are first-come, first-served.

Tell your friends! If you have a friend who may be interested in auditioning, feel free to share this audition
notice. Non-Faust members are welcome to apply to audition. Please note that they will be required to join a
weekly Faust term-time group to perform in the show. No additional performance fee is charged.

PREPARATION FOR THE AUDITION

Once you fill in the audition form, you will be sent a confirmation email with your audition time and
venue.

e Auditions are held in groups and will last approximately one hour and fifteen minutes

¢ The audition will involve singing, movement and performing a spoken audition piece (please see
below).

e We encourage all actors to be familiar with the text. You are welcome to learn the lines, but it is no
problem if you need to use the script. We would like you to familiarise yourself with both characters,
although the director will decide which one you read on the day.

e Every child who auditions will be welcomed warmly and encouraged to do their best.

e All participants should arrive for the audition in comfortable clothing that they can move in. Please do
not wear a costume.

Here’s a tip for you: we are looking to see what YOU do with these characters. Don’t over think it and don’t
worry about anyone else around you. We want to see your playfulness - think about how you might perform
this in your living room at home! Often actors allow their nerves to get the better of them and they forget to

just be themselves and have fun.

We want you to do well and there is no wrong way of interpreting this script. We are looking for a diverse
and talented group of actors and any casting decision is about finding the right balance and fit. Just come
with a smile on your face, a willingness to listen and follow instructions, and enjoy this opportunity! The rest,
believe it or not, is out of your hands.

If you are not cast, please remember that this is not about how well you did. It's more about the creative
team finding the right balance and fit. There will always be more opportunities ahead.

Parents will be notified via email by Friday December 19" of the audition results.


https://forms.gle/eqPSUnnQA8VbQA4x5
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PRODUCTION COMMITMENT

Please have a look over the details below and discuss the production commitment with your child. Cast
members will have up to three rehearsals a week and it is essential that every effort is made to ensure
children attend all rehearsals called. During production week, children will also be called to rehearsals and
performances in the theatre during the day. All actors must be able to attend all rehearsals and productions
during production week.

Production Week (March 9" — 15t 2026)
e Technical rehearsals — Tuesday March 10" & Wednesday March 11", Late Afternoon / Evening
e Dress rehearsal — Thursday March 12", 1pm — 7pm — it will be necessary to miss school this afternoon
e Six Performances — Friday March 13" to Sunday March 15"
o Friday morning show for schools; and an evening show for the public
o Saturday afternoon and evening performances
o Sunday daytime performances: late morning and mid to late afternoon
All performances take place at the Shouson Theatre, Hong Kong Arts Centre, Wan Chai
Cast members will be required to miss school on Friday morning for the first performance as well as
Thursday afternoon for the dress rehearsal. Faust will provide a letter to explain their absence to school.

Rehearsals (January to March 2026)
Rehearsals will begin with a full cast read-through & Parents’ Briefing in early January. Date and time to be

confirmed. Full cast rehearsals will be on some Fridays & most/all Saturdays and selected cast rehearsals
on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please note additional Sunday rehearsals will be scheduled closer to the
date of the production as needed. Cast members will usually not be required to rehearse more than three

times per week. Times below indicate the earliest start time, and usual latest finish time, for reference and
planning.

Wednesday 4.30pm — 7.30pm Selected Cast Rehearsal

Thursday 4.30pm — 7.30pm Selected Cast Rehearsal

Friday 4.30pm — 7.30pm Full Cast Rehearsal (not every week)
Saturday 2:30pm — 5:30pm Full Cast Rehearsal

Please note:

e Cast members MUST attend every rehearsal they are called for.

¢ A Rehearsal Schedule will be issued every two weeks.

o Rehearsals will take place at the Faust Studio in Sheung Wan or at other venues if needed.

o If your regular Faust Group clashes with rehearsals, an alternative Faust Group will be offered.

Please check your availability for the above dates BEFORE auditioning to avoid disappointment. It is
essential that cast members attend all rehearsals and performances.

On behalf of everyone at Faust and the production team, may | wish you all the very best for your audition.

Best Wishes,

Matthew Gregory
Producer

To audition, please complete the online audition form no later than Tuesday December 9" or email
Auditions@FaustWorld.com for available slots. Audition slots are first-come, first-served.
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Please find items below to prepare for the audition. We are asking everyone to
prepare the same material, regardless of which roles you are interested in.

1. Please prepare the song Consider Yourself

Lyrics

Consider yourself at home
Consider yourself one of the family
We've taken to you so strong

It's clear we're going to get along

Consider yourself well in

Consider yourself part of the furniture
There isn't a lot to spare

Who cares? Whatever we've got, we share

If it's your chance to be

We should see some harder days

Empty larder days

Why grouse?

Always a chance we'll meet somebody to foot the bill
Then the drinks are on the house!

Link to sheet music: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lkp8a24hoj8a745h040arv/Consider-Yourself-Oliver-
Auditions.pdf?rlkey=uy2uvbme9uons1aa5n68i091k&dI=0

Link to piano played melody: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lod14m3m68pfi2aexgebkb/Consider-
Yourself-Piano.mp3?rlkey=rdpgtueOtkgctfricrhonqvpi&dI=0

Link to cast recording: Consider Yourself

Please see the text to prepare on the next page.
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/od14m3m68pfj2aexgebkb/Consider-Yourself-Piano.mp3?rlkey=rdpgtue0tkgctfr1crhonqvpi&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/od14m3m68pfj2aexgebkb/Consider-Yourself-Piano.mp3?rlkey=rdpgtue0tkgctfr1crhonqvpi&dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mjyaa4DM-5M

2. And please look at the following short dialogue. You do not have to memorise the
words, but the more familiar you are with the text, the better you will perform on the
day. Please look at both roles, rather than just one. We have deliberately asked
everyone to prepare the same piece.

(OLIVER sits down on a monument. It is early morning, the city is waking up.
ARTFUL DODGER appears from behind the monument.)

DODGER: What you starin’ at? Ain’t you never seen a toff?

OLIVER: No, never. I...

DODGER: That’s all right, don’t worry about it. Hungry?

OLIVER: Starving.

DODGER: Tired?

OLIVER: Yes. I've been walking seven days.

DODGER: Seven days?! Who are you running away from then? Your old man?
OLIVER: No, I'm an orphan. I've come to London to make my fortune.
DODGER: (suddenly very interested) Oh you have, have ya.
OLIVER: Yes.

DODGER: Got any lodgings?

OLIVER: No.

DODGER: Money?

OLIVER: Not a farthing. Do you live in London?

DODGER: When I'm at home. | suppose you want some place to sleep tonight, don't
you? Are you accommodated?

OLIVER: No, | don’t think so...

DODGER: Then accommodated you shall be me young mate. (He eyes OLIVER
speculatively.)

There’s a certain place and | know a respectable old gentleman as lives there, what'll
give you lodging’s for nothing. Mister Fagin. That’s his name. Mister Fagin. By the
way if I'm introducing you to Fagin, | better know who you are, me old china.

OLIVER: My name’s Oliver. Oliver Twist

DODGER: (With a flourish) And my name’s Jack Dawkins. Better known among me
more intimate mates as the Artful Dodger.
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